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Boat ownership contract template: Your Essential Guide to Protecting Your Investment and
Clarifying Responsibilities

A boat ownership contract template is an invaluable resource for anyone looking to formalize the
terms of boat ownership, whether for personal use, shared ownership, or rental purposes. Creating
a comprehensive, legally sound agreement helps prevent misunderstandings, protects both parties?
rights, and ensures smooth sailing in your maritime endeavors. In this article, we will explore
everything you need to know about boat ownership contract templates, including their importance,
key components, customization tips, and how to use them effectively.

Understanding the Importance of a Boat Ownership Contract
Template

Why You Need a Formalized Agreement

Owning a boat involves significant financial and legal considerations. Without a clear agreement,
disputes over usage, maintenance, or ownership rights can arise, leading to costly litigation or
strained relationships. A well-drafted boat ownership contract template provides:

- Clarity on ownership shares and responsibilities
- Defined terms for usage and maintenance

- Protocols for dispute resolution

- Legal protection for all parties involved

Legal Benefits of Using a Contract Template

Using a standardized template ensures that your agreement adheres to relevant maritime laws and
contractual standards. It also:

- Reduces the risk of omissions or ambiguities

- Expedites the contract drafting process

- Facilitates easier negotiations

- Provides a solid legal foundation should disagreements occur

Key Components of a Boat Ownership Contract Template
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A comprehensive boat ownership contract should include several essential sections to cover all
aspects of ownership and use. Here are the core components:

1. Parties Involved
Clearly identify all owners and stakeholders, including:
- Full names
- Addresses
- Contact information
- Ownership percentages or shares
2. Description of the Vessel
Provide detailed information about the boat, such as:
- Make, model, and year
- Vessel Identification Number (VIN) or HIN
- Length, beam, draft
- Registration and documentation details
3. Ownership Shares and Financial Contributions
Specify each owner?s financial stake and responsibilities:
- Purchase price and ownership percentage
- Payment schedule
- Contributions towards maintenance, insurance, and storage
4. Usage Rights and Restrictions
Define how and when each owner can use the vessel:
- Scheduled usage times

- Priority in reservations
- Restrictions on certain activities or locations
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5. Maintenance, Repairs, and Upkeep

Outline responsibilities for keeping the vessel in good condition:

- Routine maintenance schedules
- Decision-making authority for repairs
- Cost-sharing arrangements
6. Insurance and Liability
Clarify insurance requirements and liability:
- Who holds the insurance policy
- Coverage details
- Procedures in case of accidents or damages
7. Dispute Resolution
Establish mechanisms to resolve disagreements:
- Mediation or arbitration clauses
- Jurisdiction for legal proceedings
8. Termination and Exit Strategies
Describe how the agreement can be terminated:
- Conditions for buyout or sale
- Procedure for dissolving ownership
- Handling of the vessel upon exit

9. Miscellaneous Clauses

Include any additional provisions relevant to your situation:

- Confidentiality

Vol. 2021, Issue 9
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- Amendments process
- Governing law

How to Customize a Boat Ownership Contract Template

While templates provide a solid foundation, customizing your agreement ensures it accurately
reflects your specific circumstances. Here are steps to tailor a template effectively:

Step 1: Gather Relevant Information
Collect all necessary details about the vessel, owners, and financial contributions.
Step 2: Select a Suitable Template

Choose a template that aligns with your ownership structure ? joint ownership, fractional ownership,
or rental agreements.

Step 3: Fill in Specific Details

Input all relevant data, ensuring accuracy and clarity.

Step 4: Clarify Usage and Responsibilities

Define usage schedules, maintenance responsibilities, and financial obligations explicitly.
Step 5: Consult Legal Advice

Have a maritime or contract attorney review the document to ensure compliance with local laws and
regulations.

Step 6: Sign and Notarize

Ensure all parties sign the agreement, preferably in the presence of a notary to enhance legal
enforceability.

Best Practices When Using a Boat Ownership Contract Template

To maximize the effectiveness of your contract, consider the following best practices:

- Be Detailed and Clear: Ambiguities can lead to misunderstandings; specify terms explicitly.
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- Regularly Review and Update: Circumstances change; update the agreement accordingly.

- Maintain Copies: Keep signed copies accessible to all owners and stakeholders.

- Communicate Openly: Discuss contractual terms openly to prevent conflicts.

- Use Digital Tools: Electronic signatures and cloud storage can simplify management and
access.

Examples of Situations Requiring a Boat Ownership Contract

A boat ownership contract template is useful in various scenarios, including:

- Joint Ownership among Friends or Family

- Shared Ownership in a Yacht or Luxury Vessel
- Time-Sharing Arrangements

- Boat Rentals or Charters

- Partnerships for Boat Business Operations

Conclusion

A well-crafted boat ownership contract template is an essential tool for anyone involved in maritime
ownership, offering legal clarity, financial transparency, and operational guidelines. By
understanding its components and customizing it to fit your specific needs, you can safeguard your
investment and enjoy your boating experience with peace of mind. Always remember to consult
legal professionals when drafting or finalizing your agreement to ensure compliance with local laws
and regulations. Whether you own a small boat or a luxury yacht, a solid contractual foundation is
key to smooth sailing ahead.

Boat Ownership Contract Template: Your Essential Guide to Protecting Your Maritime Investment

Owning a boat is a dream for many enthusiasts?an escape on water, a means of adventure, and a
valuable asset that requires proper legal documentation. Whether you're purchasing a new vessel,
leasing one, or sharing ownership, having a comprehensive boat ownership contract template is
crucial to safeguard your interests, clarify responsibilities, and prevent potential disputes.

In this article, we will explore in-depth the components of an effective boat ownership contract
template, discuss why it's essential, and provide expert insights on customizing it to fit various
ownership arrangements. Think of this as your detailed guide to navigating the legal waters of boat
ownership with confidence.

Understanding the Importance of a Boat Ownership Contract
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A boat ownership contract functions as a legally binding document that defines the rights,
responsibilities, and obligations of all parties involved in owning, operating, or leasing a boat.
Without a clear agreement, disagreements over usage, maintenance, financial contributions, or
liability can quickly escalate into costly legal disputes.

Key reasons to use a boat ownership contract include:

- Clarifying ownership shares and responsibilities

- Outlining usage rights and restrictions

- Defining maintenance and repair obligations

- Establishing financial contributions and expenses
- Addressing liability and insurance coverage

- Providing dispute resolution procedures

Having a well-structured template ensures that all critical aspects are addressed, providing peace of
mind and a clear legal framework for all parties involved.

Core Components of a Boat Ownership Contract Template

A comprehensive boat ownership contract should be detailed, clear, and tailored to the specific
arrangement. Below, we explore each essential section in depth.

1. Parties to the Agreement
This section identifies all individuals or entities involved in the ownership or leasing arrangement. It

should include:

- Full legal names
- Addresses
- Contact information
- Role (owner, co-owner, lessee, etc.)
Expert Tip: Use full legal names and official titles to prevent ambiguity.

2. Description of the Vessel

A detailed description of the boat is fundamental to the contract. Include:
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- Make, model, and year

- Hull identification number (HIN)

- Registration number

- Length, beam, and draft

- Engine specifications

- Any unique features or modifications

Why it matters: Accurate vessel details prevent confusion and ensure clarity in ownership and
liability.

3. Ownership Structure and Shares

Define the ownership arrangement clearly:
- Sole ownership, joint tenancy, tenancy in common, or partnership
- Ownership percentages or shares
- Rights associated with each share

- Conditions for transferring ownership or shares

Expert insight: For shared ownership, specify how sale or transfer of shares is handled, including
buyout procedures.

4. Usage Rights and Restrictions
Clarify how the boat can be used:
- Authorized users and their access rights
- Usage schedule or restrictions (e.g., seasonal, restricted areas)
- Overnight stays and guest policies
- Prohibited activities (e.g., racing, commercial use)
- Conditions on usage during maintenance or repairs
Practical tip: Establish a booking or scheduling system if multiple parties share the vessel.

5. Maintenance, Repairs, and Upkeep

Address responsibilities for keeping the vessel in good condition:
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- Routine maintenance duties (e.g., cleaning, engine checks)
- Repair obligations and approval process

- Costs sharing or reimbursement

- Scheduling and access for maintenance work

Expert advice: Specify whether owners or lessees are responsible for insurance-covered repairs
versus out-of-pocket expenses.

6. Financial Contributions and Expenses
Detail the financial arrangements:
- Purchase price or lease payments
- Ongoing expenses (fuel, maintenance, insurance, docking fees)
- How costs are divided among owners
- Payment schedules and methods
- Reimbursement procedures
Tip: Include provisions for unexpected expenses and how they will be handled.
7. Insurance and Liability
Coverage is critical in maritime ownership:
- Who is responsible for procuring insurance
- Minimum coverage requirements
- Liability limits
- Procedures in case of accidents or damages

- Indemnity clauses to protect owners from third-party claims

Expert note: Verify that the vessel?s insurance covers all intended uses and that all owners are
listed as insured parties.

8. Term and Termination

Specify the duration of the agreement:

- Fixed term (e.g., 1 year, 5 years)
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- Automatic renewal clauses
- Conditions for early termination (breach, non-payment, misuse)
- Procedures for handling the vessel upon termination (return, sale, buyout)

Why it?s important: Clear termination terms prevent disputes about ownership rights upon ending
the arrangement.

9. Dispute Resolution and Governing Law
Outline procedures for resolving disagreements:

- Mediation or arbitration clauses

- Jurisdiction and legal venue

- Fees associated with dispute resolution
Expert tip: Including a dispute resolution clause can save time and money compared to litigation.
10. Miscellaneous Clauses
Additional provisions to consider:

- Confidentiality clauses

- Amendments and modifications process

- Notices and communication methods

- Force majeure provisions (acts of God, natural disasters)
- Signatures and date lines

Customizing the Boat Ownership Contract Template

While template forms provide a solid foundation, customization is vital to reflect your specific
circumstances. Consider consulting a maritime attorney to ensure compliance with local laws and
regulations.

Key customization tips:
- Incorporate specific usage restrictions or permissions based on your boating lifestyle.

- Adjust financial contributions according to ownership shares or usage.
- Include provisions for adding or removing owners.
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- Clarify procedures for handling accidents or damages unique to your vessel.

Sample scenarios where customization matters:

- Co-owners sharing a yacht with seasonal usage periods

- A family purchasing a boat jointly

- A boat leased to a charter company

- A group of friends sharing ownership for recreational purposes

Benefits of Using a Boat Ownership Contract Template

Employing a well-structured template offers numerous advantages:

- Legal clarity: Clearly defines rights and obligations, reducing misunderstandings.
- Protection: Shields owners from liability and financial risks.

- Dispute prevention: Establishes procedures and agreements upfront.

- Efficiency: Speeds up the onboarding process for new owners or lessees.

- Record keeping: Provides documented evidence of agreements.

Expert recommendation: Keep the contract updated with any changes in ownership, usage, or legal
requirements.

Final Thoughts: Ensuring a Smooth Ownership Experience

A boat ownership contract template is more than just a legal formality?it's a vital tool that promotes
transparency, accountability, and peace of mind for all parties involved. By carefully addressing
each component, customizing it to your specific needs, and seeking professional guidance when
necessary, you can enjoy your maritime adventures with confidence and security.

Remember, a well-crafted agreement not only protects your investment but also strengthens
relationships among co-owners or lessees, ensuring that your time on the water remains enjoyable
and dispute-free.

Happy sailing!

QuestionAnswer What should be included in a boat ownership contract template? A
comprehensive boat ownership contract template should include details about the parties involved,
boat description, ownership rights, payment terms, maintenance responsibilities, usage restrictions,
and dispute resolution clauses. Is a boat ownership contract legally binding? Yes, a properly drafted
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boat ownership contract is legally binding and helps protect the rights and responsibilities of all
parties involved, reducing potential disputes. Can | customize a boat ownership contract template for
my specific needs? Absolutely. Most boat ownership contract templates are customizable to fit your
particular situation, including ownership shares, usage schedules, and other specific terms. Where
can | find a reliable boat ownership contract template online? Reliable sources include legal
websites, boating associations, and professional legal services that offer customizable boat
ownership contract templates tailored to your jurisdiction. Do | need a lawyer to review my boat
ownership contract template? While not always mandatory, consulting a lawyer is advisable to
ensure the contract complies with local laws and adequately protects your interests, especially in
complex ownership arrangements. How can a boat ownership contract template help prevent future
disputes? A clear and detailed contract sets expectations upfront, defines responsibilities, and
provides a legal framework for resolving disagreements, thereby minimizing the risk of conflicts
among owners.

Related keywords: boat lease agreement, vessel ownership form, marine vessel contract, boat
rental agreement, yacht ownership contract, boat purchase agreement, maritime contract template,
boat sharing agreement, boat ownership documentation, vessel leasing contract

LABEL PARTS OF A BOAT FOR KIDS

label parts of a boat for kids

Learning about boats can be a fun adventure, especially when you know the different parts that
make up a boat. Whether you're going on a boat ride or just curious about how boats work,
understanding the main parts of a boat is exciting and educational. In this article, we will explore the
key parts of a boat and label them in a way that kids can easily understand. So, let?s set sail and
discover the important parts of a boat!

What Is a Boat?
A boat is a vehicle that travels on water. Boats come in many shapes and sizes, and they are used

for fun, transportation, fishing, and even racing. No matter what type of boat it is, most boats have
similar parts that help them float and move on the water.

Basic Parts of a Boat

Understanding the basic parts of a boat helps you see how they work together to keep the boat
moving and safe. Here are the main parts of a boat that you should know:
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The Hull

The hull is the main body of the boat. 1t?s the part that sits in the water and helps the boat float.
Think of the hull as the boat?s ?body? or ?belly.? It comes in different shapes to help the boat stay
steady and move smoothly.

The Bow

The bow is the front part of the boat. When you are sitting in the boat, the bow is the part that points
forward, ahead of you. It?s often pointed or rounded to help the boat cut through the water easily.

The Stern

The stern is the back part of the boat. 1t?s opposite the bow. When you look at a boat from the side,
the stern is where the engine or motor might be attached, especially on motorboats.

The Deck

The deck is the flat surface on top of the boat where people can stand or sit. I1t?s like the ?floor? of
the boat, giving you a place to walk and enjoy the view.

The Cabin

Some boats have a small house on top called a cabin. It provides shelter and sometimes has
sleeping areas, a steering wheel, and controls for the boat.

The Keel

The keel is a part underneath the boat that runs along the center. It helps keep the boat steady and
balanced, especially in the water. Think of it as the boat?s ?spine.?

The Propeller

The propeller is a spinning blade located at the back of the boat that helps it move forward or
backward. When the motor runs, the propeller pushes water to make the boat go.

The Rudder

The rudder is a flat piece located at the back of the boat, near the propeller. It helps steer the boat
left or right when you turn the steering wheel or tiller.
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The Mast and Sails (for Sailboats)

If the boat is a sailboat, it has a tall pole called a mast and fabric sails that catch the wind. The sails
help move the boat without engines.

The Oars and Paddles (for Rowboats)

Some boats are powered by humans using oars or paddles. These are long sticks with flat ends that
you use to row the boat across the water.

Additional Parts of a Boat
Besides the main parts, there are other important parts that help boats operate safely and efficiently.
The Life Jackets

Life jackets are safety devices that keep people afloat if they fall into the water. They are very
important for all boaters.

The Anchor

An anchor is a heavy object that is dropped into the water to stop the boat from drifting away. It
keeps the boat in one place when needed.

The Bilge

The bilge is the lowest part inside the boat where water might collect. Boats often have pumps to
remove this water so the boat doesn?t get too heavy.

The Winch

A winch is a device that helps pull or lift heavy objects, like sails or the anchor.
Understanding Boat Safety Parts

Safety is very important when on or near boats. Here are some safety parts you should know about:
The Lifeboat

A small boat stored on the larger boat used in emergencies. It can be used to escape if there is
trouble.
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The Fire Extinguisher
A device that helps put out fires on the boat. Fire safety equipment is always kept on boats.
The Navigation Lights

Lights on the boat that help others see it at night or in bad weather. They keep everyone safe on the
water.

Fun Facts About Parts of a Boat

- The shape of the hull can change depending on what the boat is used for, like racing or fishing.
- Sailboats use the wind to move, so they rely heavily on their sails and mast.
- Motorboats use engines and propellers to move quickly through the water.

Summary: Parts of a Boat for Kids

Knowing the parts of a boat helps you understand how boats work and how they keep us safe on
the water. Here?s a quick list of the main parts you?ve learned about:

- Hull

- Bow

- Stern

- Deck

- Cabin

- Keel

- Propeller

- Rudder

- Mast and Sails (for sailboats)

- Oars and Paddles (for rowboats)

Remember, every part of a boat has a special job to help it float, move, and keep everyone safe.
Whether it?s a small rowboat or a big cruise ship, understanding these parts makes learning about

boats even more fun!

Now that you know the parts of a boat, you?re ready to explore the water and maybe even become
a boat captain one day!

Label Parts of a Boat for Kids: An In-Depth Exploration for Young Explorers
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Understanding the various parts of a boat is an essential step in fostering a love for sailing, boating
safety, and marine education among children. Whether for educational purposes, recreational
outings, or simply nurturing curiosity, labeling the parts of a boat for kids serves as a foundational
tool to demystify this complex vessel. This article delves into the essential components of a boat,
providing detailed explanations, visual aids, and engaging insights suitable for young learners,
educators, and parents alike.

The Importance of Learning Boat Parts for Kids

Before diving into the specifics, it?s valuable to understand why teaching children about boat parts
is beneficial. Recognizing different parts enhances safety awareness, improves communication
during boating activities, and sparks interest in marine sciences. It also empowers kids to
understand how boats operate, fostering a sense of curiosity and stewardship for watercraft and
aquatic environments.

Overview of Common Boat Parts

Boats come in various shapes and sizes?from small rowboats to large sailing vessels?but many
core components are common across most types. Familiarity with these parts creates a solid
foundation for more advanced marine knowledge.

Key Parts of a Boat for Kids:

- Hull

- Deck

- Mast

- Sails

- Rudder

- Keel

- Engine/Outboard Motor
- Steering Wheel / Tiller
- Bow and Stern

- Cabin

Let?s explore each of these parts in detail, along with visual descriptions and their functions.

Deep Dive into Boat Parts

1. Hull
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The hull is the main body of the boat. Think of it as the boat's "body" that keeps everything afloat.
The hull is designed to be waterproof, sturdy, and hydrodynamic, allowing the boat to glide smoothly
through water. It can be made from materials like wood, fiberglass, or aluminum.

> Fun Fact: The shape of the hull affects how the boat moves?flat-bottomed hulls are great for calm
waters, while V-shaped hulls are better for rough seas.

2. Deck

The deck is the flat surface on top of the hull where people stand, sit, and perform activities. It acts
as the boat?s "floor," providing space for movement and storage.

> Kids' Tip: Imagine the deck as the "floor" of a house, but on a boat!
3. Mast

The mast is a tall pole that stands upright on sailing boats. It holds the sails, which catch the wind to
propel the boat forward.

> Visual Aid: Picture a flagpole on a house?that's similar to a mast!
4. Sails

Sails are large pieces of fabric attached to the mast and rigging. When the wind blows, the sails fill
with air and push the boat forward.

> Types of Sails:
- Main Sail: The largest sail attached to the mast.
- Jib: A smaller sail at the front of the boat.
- Spinnaker: A colorful sail used for catching more wind.

5. Rudder

The rudder is a flat piece located under the stern (back) of the boat. When turned, it steers the boat
left or right.

> Analogy: Think of the rudder as the steering wheel of a car, but underwater!

6. Keel
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The keel is a fin-like structure underneath the hull that helps stabilize the boat and prevent it from
capsizing. It also helps in steering.

> Fun Fact: Some boats have a fixed keel, while others have a retractable one.
7. Engine / Outboard Motor

Not all boats have engines, but many small boats use an engine or outboard motor for propulsion
instead of sails.

> Note: Engines can be gasoline-powered or electric, providing power when there?s no wind.
8. Steering Wheel / Tiller

The steering wheel (on larger boats) or tiller (on smaller boats) is used to control the rudder and
steer the boat.

> Did You Know?: A tiller is a simple lever that directly moves the rudder.
9. Bow and Stern
- Bow: The front of the boat.
- Stern: The back of the boat.
> Visualization: When facing forward, the bow points ahead, and the stern is behind you.
10. Cabin

Some boats have a cabin?an enclosed space used for sleeping, storage, or shelter from the
weather.

> Fun Fact: Many small boats don?t have cabins, but larger yachts do!

lllustrated Labels and Diagrams for Kids

Visual aids significantly enhance understanding. For kids, colorful, simple diagrams with labeled
parts make learning engaging and memorable. Consider using illustrated posters or interactive

digital tools that highlight each part as the child learns about it.

Sample Diagram Elements:
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- Brightly colored hull and deck

- Clearly marked mast and sails

- Arrows pointing to rudder and keel
- Labels for bow, stern, and cabin

Interactive Activities to Reinforce Learning

To make learning about boat parts fun and engaging, incorporate hands-on activities:

- Build a Model Boat: Use craft materials to assemble a simple model, labeling each part.

- Boat Parts Scavenger Hunt: Find pictures or real parts of a boat and identify them.

- Label the Diagram: Provide blank diagrams for kids to fill in the labels.

- Storytelling: Create stories around each part to explain their functions in a memorable way.

Safety and Respect for Marine Environments

Educating children about boat parts also provides an opportunity to discuss safety and
environmental responsibility:

- Always wear a life jacket when on a boat.
- Understand the parts responsible for steering and stopping the boat.
- Respect marine life and avoid damaging water ecosystems.

Conclusion: Empowering Kids Through Knowledge

Labeling parts of a boat for kids is more than just memorization; it?s about building a bridge
between curiosity and understanding. By familiarizing young learners with the core components of
boats, we cultivate safer, more informed, and more enthusiastic future mariners. Whether through
colorful diagrams, interactive activities, or hands-on experiences, teaching kids about boat parts
opens the door to lifelong appreciation and respect for watercraft and the aquatic world.

Encouragement for Young Explorers:

Next time you see a boat, try to identify its parts. Remember, every part plays an important role in
making the boat move safely and smoothly across the water. Happy sailing!

QuestionAnswer What is the front part of a boat called? The front part of a boat is called the bow.
What do we call the back end of a boat? The back end of a boat is called the stern. Which part of
the boat helps steer it? The part that helps steer the boat is called the helm or steering wheel. What
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is the side of the boat called? The sides of the boat are called the port (left) and starboard (right)
sides. What is the flat surface on top of a boat called? The flat surface on top of a boat is called the
deck. What are the ropes on a boat used for called? The ropes are called lines or rigging, used for
controlling sails and securing parts. What is the part of the boat that holds the engine called? The
part that holds the engine is called the engine compartment or engine room. What is the area where
you sit called? The area where you sit is called the cockpit or seating area. What is the sail on a
boat called? The sail on a boat is called just a sail, which catches the wind to help move the boat.

Related keywords: boat parts, kids boat diagram, marine vocabulary, boat parts for children,

nautical labels, boat anatomy, ship parts for kids, boat terminology, vessel parts, educational boat
labels
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