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E90 Comfort Access Retro?t

**Unlocking Convenience: The Ultimate Guide to e90 Comfort Access Retro?t**

€90 comfort access retro?t is a popular upgrade among BMW enthusiasts
looking to

enhance their driving experience with modern convenience features. If you own a BMW 3
Series E90 model and have ever wished for the luxury of keyless entry and push-to-start
functionality, the comfort access retro?t is a game-changer. This modi?cation transforms
your car?s locking and starting system into a seamless, user-friendly process without
needing to physically use your key fob.

In this article, we?ll explore everything you need to know about the e90 comfort access
retro?t, including what it entails, the bene?ts, how to install it, and important
considerations to keep in mind. Whether you?re a DIY enthusiast or planning to hire a
professional, understanding this retro?t can help you make an informed decision to
upgrade your E907?s technology.

What is the e90 Comfort Access Retro?t?

Comfort Access is BMW?s factory-installed keyless entry system, allowing drivers to
unlock, lock, and start their vehicles without removing the key fob from their pockets or
bags. Originally, this feature was only available on higher-end or newer BMW models, but

the e90 comfort access retro?t makes it possible to add this luxury to older E90 models.
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By integrating comfort access into your E90, you can open doors simply by touching the
handle, lock the car with a tap on the handle, and even start the engine with a push-
button start?all without physically pressing any buttons on your key fob.

How Does Comfort Access Work?

The system relies on proximity sensors and a specially coded key fob that communicates
with the car?s control units. When the key fob is within a certain range, the vehicle
recognizes the signal and allows:

Automatic unlocking when you approach and touch the door handle.

Locking the car by touching the door handle after exiting.

Starting the engine via the push-button start without inserting the key.

This convenience not only saves time but also adds a layer of safety, especially when
approaching the car in dark or potentially unsafe areas.

Bene?ts of Retro?tting Comfort Access to Your €90

Upgrading your BMW E90 with comfort access o?ers various advantages that go beyond
simple convenience. Here are some of the key bene?ts:

Enhanced Convenience and Speed

No more fumbling for keys or pressing buttons to unlock your car. Comfort access allows
for a smooth, e?ortless interaction with your vehicle, making it ideal for busy mornings or
when your hands are full.

Increased Security

The system employs encrypted signals and rolling codes, which reduce the risk of key
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cloning and unauthorized access. The car only responds when the authorized key fob is
within a precise range, adding an extra layer of security.

Modernized Aesthetic and Feel

Retro?tting comfort access can also involve installing a start/stop button, replacing the
traditional ignition key slot. This upgrade modernizes the interior and aligns your older
E90 with newer BMW models.

Improved Resale Value

Adding comfort access can increase your vehicle?s appeal to potential buyers by
upgrading its features to current market standards, potentially increasing your car?s
resale value.

Components Needed for the e90 Comfort Access Retro?t

Before diving into the installation process, it?s important to know what parts you need.
The retro?t involves several key components that may require programming and coding
to work seamlessly.

Comfort Access Key Fob: A speci?c key fob compatible with the comfort
access

system.

Door Handles with Sensors: Handles equipped with capacitive sensors to
detect
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touch for locking and unlocking.

Push Start Button: The ignition switch replacement for keyless engine start.
3.

Control Modules: Modules like the FEM (Front Electronic Module) or CAS (Car
4.

Access System) unit that manage the comfort access signals.

Wiring Harness: Additional wiring may be required to connect all components
5.

properly.

Many enthusiasts source these parts from salvage yards, BMW dealers, or aftermarket

suppliers. 1t?s crucial to ensure all parts are compatible with your speci?c €90 model year

and variant.

Installation Process: How to Retro?t Comfort Access in Your E9O

Retro?tting comfort access is a moderately complex process that involves mechanical,

electrical, and software work. Here?s an overview of the steps involved:

Step 1: Preparing Your Vehicle

Begin by disconnecting the battery and removing necessary interior panels to access the

control modules and ignition system. This step ensures safety and allows room to work on

the existing wiring.

Step 2: Replacing Door Handles

Remove the existing door handles and install the new ones equipped with capacitive
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sensors. This part requires careful handling to avoid damaging the sensors.

Step 3: Installing the Push Start Button

Replace the traditional ignition key slot with a push start button. This usually involves
removing the steering column covers and swapping the old ignition barrel with the new
button assembly.

Step 4: Wiring and Connecting Modules

Integrate the new wiring harness and connect the comfort access sensors to the control
units. Wiring must be routed carefully to avoid interference or damage.

Step 5: Coding and Programming

This is arguably the most critical step. Using specialized BMW diagnostic software such as
BMW ISTA or third-party tools like NCS Expert, the new comfort access components must
be coded to communicate with your car?s existing systems.

Step 6: Testing

After installing and coding, thoroughly test all functions?unlocking, locking, starting the
engine?to ensure everything works ?awlessly.

Important Tips for a Successful e90 Comfort Access Retro?t

If you?re considering this upgrade, keep these tips in mind to make the process smoother
and avoid common pitfalls:

Verify Compatibility: Not all E90 models are identical. Con?rm that your car?s
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build date and variant support the comfort access retro?t.

Professional Coding: Coding requires specialized knowledge and software. If
2.

you?re unfamiliar, seek a professional or a BMW specialist.

Quality Parts Matter: Using OEM or high-quality aftermarket parts ensures

3.

longevity and functionality.

Patience is Key: The retro?t can be time-consuming. Rushing may lead to
errors

or damage.

Backup Your Data: Before coding, back up your vehicle?s original settings in
case

you need to revert changes.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Retro?tting comfort access is rewarding but not without its hurdles. Here are some issues
you may encounter:

Failed Coding or Errors

Incorrect coding can prevent the system from functioning or cause other electronic
features to malfunction. To avoid this, use reliable software tools and follow coding

instructions carefully.
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Sensors Not Responding

If the capacitive door sensors fail to detect touch, check wiring connections and sensor
integrity. Sometimes sensors can be faulty or incompatible.

Battery Drain Issues

Adding new electronic components may increase battery consumption. Ensure all wiring is
properly installed and that modules enter sleep mode when the car is 0?.

€90 Comfort Access Retro?t: Is It Worth It?

For many BMW E90 owners, the comfort access retro?t provides a noticeable upgrade in
convenience and driving pleasure. While it requires an investment in parts, time, and
sometimes professional assistance, the bene?ts often outweigh the costs.

If you value modern features and want to bring your E9O closer to the technology of
newer BMW models, comfort access is a smart modi?cation that enhances both usability
and style. Whether you?re commuting daily or enjoying weekend drives, the ease of
keyless entry and start adds a touch of luxury that?s hard to give up once experienced.
By understanding the retro?t process, sourcing the right components, and approaching
installation methodically, you can successfully upgrade your E90 with comfort access and
enjoy a more seamless driving experience.

Question

Answer

What is the E90 Comfort
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Access retro?t?

The E90 Comfort Access retro?t is an upgrade for BMW 3
Series (E90) models that adds keyless entry and keyless start
functionality, allowing the driver to unlock and start the car
without removing the key fob from their pocket or bag.

Which E90 models are

compatible with the

Comfort Access retro?t?

The Comfort Access retro?t is generally compatible with E90
models produced from 2005 to 2012, but compatibility
depends on the car's existing wiring and modules. It's best to
check the speci?c model year and equipment with the retro?t
kit provider.

What components are

needed to perform the

E90 Comfort Access

retro?t?

Typical components include the Comfort Access antenna
rings (for door handles and trunk), a replacement key fob
with comfort access functionality, updated software coding,

and sometimes additional wiring or adapters depending on
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the car's con?guration.

Can I install the Comfort

Access retro?t myself on

an E90?

While some experienced DIY enthusiasts can perform the
installation, the retro?t involves electrical wiring,
programming, and coding that often require specialized tools
and knowledge. It is recommended to have the retro?t
installed by a professional BMW technician or a specialist
workshop.

How much does the E9O

Comfort Access retro?t

typically cost?

The cost varies depending on parts and labor, but generally
ranges from $300 to $800. This includes the price of antenna
rings, key fobs, coding fees, and professional installation.
Prices may vary based on location and service provider.

Are there any common

issues after installing

the Comfort Access

Vol. 2026, Issue 12
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retro?t on an E90?

Some common issues include inconsistent key detection,

delayed door unlocking, or trunk release problems, which

often result from incorrect coding or faulty antenna

installation. Ensuring proper installation and professional

coding usually resolves these problems.

**Unlocking Convenience: An In-Depth Look at the e90 Comfort Access Retro?t**

€90 comfort access retro?t has become a popular upgrade among BMW
enthusiasts

seeking to bring modern convenience to their E90 3 Series models. Originally, Comfort
Access was a factory-installed feature that allowed drivers to unlock and start their
vehicles without physically handling the key fob ? a seamless integration of technology
and user experience. However, many E90 owners missed out on this feature when
purchasing their vehicles new, prompting a growing market for retro?tting Comfort Access
into older models.

This article explores the technical, practical, and ?nancial aspects of the €90 comfort
access retro?t, evaluating its bene?ts, challenges, and overall value proposition for BMW
E90 owners.

What is Comfort Access and Why Retro?t It?

BMW's Comfort Access system enhances the traditional keyless entry by enabling passive

unlocking and locking of doors as the driver approaches or walks away from the vehicle. It
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also supports keyless ignition, allowing the engine to start with a push-button while the
key fob remains in a pocket or bag.

For E90 owners who did not opt for this feature at the time of purchase, the retro?t o?ers
a chance to bring their 3 Series up to date with this convenience. The retro?t involves
installing additional hardware components and coding the vehicle?s electronic modules to
recognize and support the Comfort Access system.

Core Components of the e90 Comfort Access Retro?t

The retro?t is not a simple software update; it requires a combination of hardware and
software modi?cations, including:

Comfort Access Antenna Modules: These are installed in door handles to detect

the presence of the key fob.

Key Fob Upgrade: The standard remote key is replaced or reprogrammed to
2.

support Comfort Access signals.

Electronic Control Unit (ECU) Coding: The vehicle?s Body Domain Controller
3.

(BDC) or CAS (Car Access System) module must be coded to recognize Comfort

Access functionality.

Wiring Harness Adjustments: Some wiring modi?cations are necessary to

4.
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integrate the antenna modules and ensure proper communication between

components.

Technical Challenges and Compatibility Considerations

Retro?tting Comfort Access into the E90 is technically demanding due to variations in
model years, production batches, and existing vehicle con?gurations. The E90 chassis,
produced between 2005 and 2013, was not originally designed for seamless aftermarket
integration of Comfort Access, making the retro?t process complex.

Compatibility with Di?erent E9O0 Variants

Not all E90 models are equally suited for retro?t. Early models with older CAS modules
may require complete module replacements. Similarly, vehicles lacking the factory-
installed comfort or convenience packages may lack necessary wiring pre-routes,
necessitating more invasive modi?cations.

Furthermore, the type of key fob originally issued with the vehicle in?uences
compatibility. Some owners may need to purchase newer-generation keys with embedded
Comfort Access chips.

Software and Coding Requirements

An essential part of the retro?t is the coding process, which involves programming the
vehicle?s control units to accept the new hardware and enable Comfort Access features.
This requires specialized diagnostic tools such as BMW?s ISTA/P or third-party

programmers like NCS Expert or E-Sys.
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Improper coding can lead to system malfunctions, including failure to unlock doors or start
the engine remotely. Therefore, professional installation and coding are highly
recommended for reliability.

Bene?ts of the e90 Comfort Access Retro?t

Despite the complexity and cost, the €90 comfort access retro?t o?ers several tangible
advantages:

Enhanced Convenience: The ability to unlock doors and start the engine
without

removing the key fob dramatically improves user experience, especially in adverse
weather or when carrying items.

Increased Vehicle Value: Upgrading to Comfort Access can boost resale value
by

aligning the vehicle with more modern standards.

Security Improvements: The system includes encrypted communication
between

key and vehicle, reducing risks of unauthorized access compared to traditional key
systems.
Customization Options: The retro?t often enables additional programmable

4.
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features such as automatic door locking upon walking away or personalized comfort
settings.

Comparing OEM vs. Aftermarket Retro?t Solutions

BMW o?ers o?cial retro?t kits for Comfort Access, which guarantee full compatibility and
factory-level integration but often come with premium pricing. Alternatively, aftermarket
kits provide a more budget-friendly solution but vary widely in quality and may require
additional troubleshooting.

Choosing

between

OEM

and

aftermarket

retro?ts

hinges

on

the

owner?s

priorities?whether they seek guaranteed performance or cost savings.

Cost Analysis and Installation Considerations

The total cost of the €90 comfort access retro?t can range signi?cantly based on parts,

labor, and the installer?s expertise. OEM kits alone can cost upwards of $800 to $1,200,
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with labor adding several hundred dollars depending on the workshop?s rates and
complexity of wiring.

DIY enthusiasts may attempt self-installation to reduce costs, but the procedure demands
a solid understanding of BMW electronics and access to coding tools. Mistakes during
installation can lead to expensive repairs or system malfunctions.

Time Investment and Professional Installation

Professional installation typically requires one to two full working days, including
component installation, wiring, and coding. Given the critical nature of the vehicle?s
security and access systems, entrusting the retro?t to certi7ed BMW technicians or
reputable specialists is advisable to ensure seamless functionality.

Potential Drawbacks and Limitations

While the retro?t o?ers clear bene?ts, there are some drawbacks worthy of consideration:

Costly Upfront Investment: The retro?t is relatively expensive compared to

simpler accessory upgrades.

Compatibility Risks: Older EQ0 models may experience integration issues or
2.

require additional, unforeseen parts.

Battery Drain Concerns: Comfort Access systems continuously scan for the
key

3.
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fob, which can marginally increase battery consumption.

Security Vulnerabilities: Although encrypted, all keyless systems are

4,

theoretically susceptible to relay attacks if proper precautions are not taken.

Impact on Vehicle Warranty and Insurance

For vehicles still under warranty, unauthorized retro?ts may void certain coverage

aspects. Insurance providers may also have speci?c policies regarding aftermarket
modi?cations, so owners should consult their insurers before proceeding.

Final Thoughts on the e90 Comfort Access Retro?t

The €90 comfort access retro?t represents a desirable upgrade for many BMW 3 Series
owners looking to enhance their vehicle's convenience and modernize its features.

Despite the technical challenges and costs involved, the payo? in day-to-day usability and
vehicle value can be signi?cant.

Prospective retro?tters must weigh the bene?ts against the complexity and expense,
prioritizing professional installation and careful component selection. When executed
properly, the €90 comfort access retro?t can transform the driving experience, bringing a
classic E9O closer to contemporary luxury standards.

BMW E90 comfort access, E90 keyless entry retro?t, BMW E90 comfort access installation,
E90 comfort access kit, BMW E90 keyless start retro?t, E90 comfort access upgrade, BMW

E90 door handle sensor, E90 keyless entry system, BMW E90 comfort access module, EQO
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comfort access wiring

Published by: www.snowdonia-attractions.com Page 17 of 17



